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My name is Jeseph. Will yeu hear what [ heard? [ still
hear the seund of the veice of that angel as he speke te
me in the night. He knew that [ was afraid. Hew did
he knew? He identified fear as the real reasen [ was
planning te pit Mary away, te end my marriage plans. [
was afraid ef what peeple wetild think, afraid ef what my
family wetild say, afraid ef leeking like a feel. [ was afraid
of what [ ceiild net explain and did net uinderstand. Oh, I
wish yeu ceiild hear the veice of an angel saying, “De net
be afraid.”

[ heard the angel describe Mary’s pregnancy as a
miracle of the Hely Spirit. New, [ am a simple man. [
certainly cde net claim te understand hew the Hely Spirit
cetild meve 11pen a virgin te cause her te cenceive, bt
[ believed that He ceuld, if that was His plan. [ believed
the stery Mary teld me. I believed the angel’s simple
statement of fact: “Nething is impessible with Ged.”
Since [ believed, I ebeyed. I wish yet ceuld have heard
Mary's grateful cry of relief when [ teld her that [ werld
take her and the child as my ewn.

[ want te make siire that yeit hear what the angel teld
me abeit this child. [ knew these werds becaiise [ have
eften theught abeut them. [ named the hey Jesus. Miich
of the time in the midst of eur daily reutine His name was
just a name te me, a name [ used theusands ef times.

But as the child grew, that name wetild semetimes take
me back te the night the angel speke. [ heard him say

semething remarkable: “She will bear a Sen; and yet
shall call His name Jesus, fer He will save His peeple
frem their sins.” De yeu hear what [ hear?

Mest peeple knew that we need a Savier. We need
semeenec te intervene en eur behalf. Peeple call fer
deliverance frem peverty, resciie frem eppressien and
remecdly fer the ignerance and injustice that treuble eur
werld. I heard the angel declare a deeper truth. Our
preblem is sin. Jesus saves us frem sin.

Dewn thretigh the years [ have reflected en what
[ heard the angel say abeut Jesus that night. The
prenetins pep. “He will save.” Jeshiia was a name
that declared, “Yahweh is Savier” The angel saicl
semething greater abeut Jesus. Whe will save? “He
will save.” Jesuis Himself is the Savier of His peeple.
And netice anether preneun, “He will save His peeple
frem their sins.” Everyene wants te be saved frem the
sins ef the werld, the sins of seciety, the sins ef the
natiens er their neighbers. The angel’s anneuncement
speke of semething mere persenal. He came te save
yet1 frem yeur sins. He came te save me frem my sins.

Semetimes peeple speak te me as if [ resciied Mary
and her sen. They were desperate, witheut hepe er
help, until I rese te the eccasien and saved them. If
yet den't hear anything else I have said, hear this:
Jestis saved me frem my sins.

Matthew 1: 18-25; Luke 2: 26-38; Colossians 1: 19-23
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> Do you like to dream when you sleep?

> Do you remember your dreams?

> Have you ever awakened laughing
FAMII-Y MEMBER. from your dream?

Joseph had a dream, and it was very real because God was giving him some very important
instructions. Ask the family to cover their eyes and imagine Joseph's dream (read the following
statements slowly, giving time to imagine). Joseph was to take Mary as his wife and name the baby,
“Jesus” because He is the Son of God. Joseph was a special man becatise he was chosen by God for a
task that would affect everyone including you and me.



My name is Matthew. Do you know what [ know abotit
Jesus? When [ wrote my gospel account of the birth of Jests,
it was important for me to make this observation: “They
shall call His name Immanuel, which translated means, God
with us.” Of course, this is a part of [saiah’s prophecy; b, it
is also a reality I have experienced first hand.

The name Immanuel makes a claim about the person
of Jesus. Jesus is God incarnate. In the person of Jesus,
God became a man. The fact that Jesus of Nazareth
was born of the virgin Mary is a miracle of God Almighty.
In Jesus, God has intervened on our behalf. Jesus
demonstrates that God is not unmoved or removed
from our struggles or sorrows. He is present and He
understands. He can sympathize with our weaknesses.

The name Immanuel makes a claim about the purpose
of God. In Jesus, we learn that (God has purposed to help
us. He cares. Even though we are damaged by sin, He
values us. Even though we are hostile toward Him, God
comes for us, to rescuie us. Jesus demonstrates the love
of God for us. Becatise of Jesus we have confidence that

(God will help us; He has helped us. He has intervened
on our behalf.

In my mind the name Immantuel proclaims two
miracles. The incarnation is a miracle — that God
could become a man. This is marvelous in my mind.
Yet, there is something even more marvelous to me. [
call it the miracle of God’s inclination — that God would
become a man because He loves us. He emptied
Himself of glory so that He might fill us with His grace.
Jesus is Immanuel.

[ was sitting in my tax collector’s booth when Jestus
came to me. [ had betrayed my country and my kin
for wealth. People avoided me as a traitor, a sellout.
Nobody wanted to be seen with me, few dared even to
talk to me. [ imagined that even God hated me. Jesus
called me. He came to my house and ate with me.
Jesus showed me that God has compassion for sin-sick
people. He is not against us, He is for us. He does not
avoid us, He is present. Jesus is Immanuel.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’ incarnate deity; Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel.

Matthew 1: 22-23; Matthew 9: 9-13; Luke 2: 8-14; Hebrews 4: 14-16
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Ask each person to write down and read three statements
Gl about yourself. Two of the statements are true and one is
== false. After each person reads their statements, the family
guesses which are true and which is false. Statements
might include favorite foods, toys or hobbies from childhood,
2 TRUT H S ] F A I-S E ®  or people you have met. Feel free to be creative and even
m  ridiculous. Enjoy some laughs!

Some people make poor choices in their life that leave them ashamed. Some people believe harsh
words spoken abotit them although there is no truth in those words. Some people just don’t know Jesus’
love and don't feel loved by anyone. Matthew made some poor choices until he met Jesus. Becatse of
Jesus’ love and acceptance, Matthew gave up everything to follow and serve Jestis.




My name is Melchior® [ wish yot could see all that I
saw. | saw a star. [ had studied the night sky all my life.
The planets and stars fascinated me. I appreciated all
their beauty and bigness. This star, however, was unlike
any other. I understood it to be a sign that the King of the
Jews had been born.

Centuries before I lived, before this King was born, a
prophet named Balaam spoke abotit the distant future. “I
see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; a star
shall come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from
Israel” This prophecy is one of the reasons I believed the
magnificent star would guide us to a magnificent new King.

Following the star, seeking the King, we came to
Jerusalem. When we arrived in the city we asked anyone
who wotld listen where the new King could be found.
They were totally ignorant. They had eyes to see, but they
could not see. He was their King, but they couldn’t care
less. We had travelled across a continent, but they would
not even take the afternoon off to consider our claims.
Finally, we came to King Herod’s attention. He searched
the Scriptures and sent us to Bethlehem.

Bethlehem seemed like an odd place for a King. Bt
that is where we found Him. Even as we set out from
Jerusalem, the star went on to guide us. Finally, finally,
we found the house. In the house we found Mary and
with Mary we found the child, Jesus.

We brought gifts for Jesus. We presented to Him
some of our greatest treasures. (Gold is a gift suitable
for a king. Its beauty and value reflects his glory.
Frankincense produces the aroma of worship. It
represents the work of a priest. Myrrh is used to care
for the dead. Our three gifts said more than we cotld
understand at the time. This King is a priest who
would die for our sins.

When I found the new King I fell on my face. [
was convinced that He was more than the King of
the Jews, He was the King of all nations. He was my
king. Somehow, He deserved more than my loyalty; He
deserved my worship. [ was humble and broken; yet [
fell on my face with great joy in my heart. Some saw
only a little boy in that humble house in Bethlehem; I
saw the King of Kings and the hope of all nations.

* The wise men or Magi are not numbered or named in the Bible. Melchior
is a name tradition gives to a magi that dates back to the sixth century.

Worship the Lord in the beauty gf holiness! Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim;
With gold ¢f obedience and incense gf lowliness, Kneel and adore Him: the Lord is His Name!
Fear not to enter His presence in poverty, Bearing no gifts to present as youir ownn.

Bring truth in its beauty, and love in its purily {hiese are the offerings to lay at His throne.

“Worship the Lord” words by John Monsell and David Steele.

Matthew 1: 22-23; Matthew 9: 9-13; Luke 2: 8-14; Hebrews 4: 14-16
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Idea options: Draw a star with one continuous line never
raising the pen from the paper. Make star shaped sugar

cookies from refrigerated cookie dough or from scratch.

Use pipe cleaners to bend a star shape then add them to
the Christmas tree as ornaments. Provide play dough to
let every family member make a star.

A l/ O >  When Jesus was born, why did God provide a star?
» Do people still look for Jesus?
»  What makes people think they should look for Jesus?



My name is Herod, King Herod. Will you do what I did
when [ heard Jesus was born?

The news of Jesus the King troubled me. I knew about
the Messiah who had been promised by the prophets.
They wrote of a true Son of David, a perfect Shepherd
King anointed by God to bring peace and justice to His
people and to extend His glorious rule over the nations.
But the thing is, the Jews already had a king—me. I did
not plan to worship Jesus. [ would wipe Him out!

The wise men wised up. They left me in the dark. Oh, I
was crazy mad! I sent my men to Bethlehem on a search
and destroy mission. They searched and could not find;
but they could still destroy. We eliminated every possible
threat. Collateral damage is the cost of doing business
for a king like me.

I rejected Jesus. The possibility of bowing to Him never
really entered my mind. It was either Him or me because
[ would die before I gave up my throne. The testimony
of the wise men and the witness of the Scriptures do not
change this simple reality: The kingdom cannot have two
kings.

[ rejected Jesus to preserve my own riile. No one can
rival me. I make the rules. I am the boss, and I tolerate
no other authority. Except, of course, for Caesar; Caesar
is Lord. Rome is the ultimate authority. I know that I
am not actually sovereign. I rule at Caesar’s pleastire, as

long as Caesar is pleased. I guiess maybe there can

be two kings — a big king and a little king, the real king
and a pretend king. OK, I know, I never really did rule
as a sovereign king. I preferred to serve Caesar than to
serve Jests.

I rejected Jesus to preserve the status quo. You
know, the statiis quo, the state of affairs, the current
status... the way things are. I tried to kill Jesus becatise
[ liked the way things were. Well, I didn't really like life.
Most of the time I was miserable, paranoid and petty;
but, it was all I knew and I feared anything different.
This Jesus might mess things up. He could make
things worse. I decided to hang on to life as I knew it.

[ wanted King Jesus to go away and leave me alone.

Truth is, I rejected Jesus because He exposed me.
He is the promised One, and [ was a pretender. He
is the Son of David, and I was an Edomite. He is a
Shepherd King who cares for the flock and lays down
His life. T abused the people of God and would never
sacrifice anything for them, especially not my own life.
He is everything that [ am not. I am darkness, and
He is the Light. I could not embrace Jestis without
exposing myself.

There cannot be two kings. One of us had to be
broken. I thought it would be Him. It turned out to be
e

Matthew 2: 1-20; John 1: 1-13; John 3: 17-21



Give each family member a part to play in the
Christmas story. Parts might include Mary, Joseph,
Baby Jesus, (if there is no baby in your family you can
substitute with a doll or a pet- we are just pretending

so laughter is great), donkey, inn keeper, angel(s), and
shepherds. Provide towels and other costume needs
for the play.

The narrator can read Luke 2 from the Bible. Invite everyone to play their part of the story in the area
designated as the stage. Consider video recording the play to watch later!
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