


My name is Joseph. Will you hear what I heard? I still 

hear the sound of the voice of that angel as he spoke to 

me in the night. He knew that I was afraid. How did 

he know? He identified fear as the real reason I was 

planning to put Mary away, to end my marriage plans. I 

was afraid of what people would think, afraid of what my 

family would say, afraid of looking like a fool. I was afraid 

of what I could not explain and did not understand. Oh, I 

wish you could hear the voice of an angel saying, "Do not 

be afraid." 

I heard the angel describe Mary's pregnancy as a 

miracle of the Holy Spirit. Now, I am a simple man. I 

certainly do not claim to understand how the Holy Spirit 

could move upon a virgin to cause her to conceive, but 

I believed that He could, if that was His plan. I believed 

the story Mary told me. I believed the angel's simple 

statement of fact: "Nothing is impossible with God." 

Since I believed, I obeyed. I wish you could have heard 

Mary's grateful cry of relief when I told her that I would 

take her and the child as my own. 

I want to make sure that you hear what the angel told 

me about this child. I know these words because I have 

often thought about them. I named the boy Jesus. Much 

of the time in the midst of our daily routine His name was 

just a name to me, a name I used thousands of times. 

But as the child grew, that name would sometimes take 

me back to the night the angel spoke. I heard him say 

something remarkable: "She will bear a Son; and you 

shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 

from their sins." Do you hear what I hear? 

Most people know that we need a Savior. We need 

someone to intervene on our behalf. People call for 

deliverance from poverty, rescue from oppression and 

remedy for the ignorance and injustice that trouble our 

world. I heard the angel declare a deeper truth. Our 

problem is sin. Jesus saves us from sin. 

Down through the years I have reflected on what 

I heard the angel say aboutJesus that night. The 

pronouns pop. "He will save." Joshua was a name 

that declared, "Yahweh is Savior." The angel said 

something greater aboutJesus. Who will save? "He 

will save." Jesus Himself is the Savior of His people. 

And notice another pronoun, "He will save His people 

from their sins." Everyone wants to be saved from the 

sins of the world, the sins of society, the sins of the 

nations or their neighbors. The angel's announcement 

spoke of something more personal. He came to save 

you from your sins. He came to save me from my sins. 

Sometimes people speak to me as if I rescued Mary 

and her son. They were desperate, without hope or 

help, until I rose to the occasion and saved them. If 

you don't hear anything else I have said, hear this: 

Jesus saved me from my sins. 

Matthew 1: 18-25; Luke 2: 26-38; Colossians 1: 19-23 
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