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“UNWAVERING” 

(Acts 12:1-7) 
 
Most people seem to think God’s greatest responsibility is to make 
their lives problem-free. Most professing Christians only begrudgingly 
attempt to live for Christ. Many are unwilling to be inconvenienced for 
Christ. Few would give their lives for Christ. Today’s “hot potato” 
sermon topic looks at the biblical description of the Christian life as 
suffering for the cause of Christ. 
 
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you 
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is 
why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No 
servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours 
also” (John 15:18-20, NIV). 

 
“Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might 
gain a better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still 
others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were 
sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the 
world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground” (Hebrews 11:35–38, 
NIV). 
 
“Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12, NIV).  
 
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you” (1 Peter 4:12-14,16, ESV). 
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 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as 
shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  Be on your guard against 
men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their 
synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and 
kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest 
you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you 
will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit 
of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to 
death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents 
and have them put to death. All men will hate you because of me, but 
he who stands firm to the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:16-22, 
NIV).  

 
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28, 
NIV). 
 
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you 
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is 
why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No 
servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours 
also” (John 15:18-20, NIV). 

 
“Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might 
gain a better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still 
others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were 
sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the 
world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground” (Hebrews 11:35–38, 
NIV). 
 



“We know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them” 
(Romans 8:28, NLT). 
 
“Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12, NIV).  
 
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you” (1 Peter 4:12-14,16, ESV). 

 
“Now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine 
and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed” (1 Peter 1:6-7, NIV). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




